Pastoral Reflection
Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

November 9, 2025

This weekend we celebrate the Feast of the
Dedication of the Lateran Basilica. This is
the oldest basilica in the world. St. John
Lateran was the first church of the pope. In
this basilica there is the “cathedra”, the
chair of the Bishop of Rome who is Leo
XIV. The original chapel of the Pope is
underneath the present basilica.

Next to the basilica is the Scala Sancta, the
Holy Stairs. People crawl up the stairs on
their knees toward what is called the Celes-
tial Room. This room symbolizes heaven
with its many ornate artifacts. To climb the
stairs on one’s knees is to recognize the
sufferings one endures in life and to com-
plete the climb is to reach the reward of
eternal life.

I just returned from El Paso where I con-
celebrated the “Mass at the Border”with
Bishop Seitz,thebishop of the migrants.
The altar was practically against the Border
Wall. I was ten yards away from the Wall.
As I prayed the Eucharistic Prayer I could-
n’t help but be fixated on the rows of razor
wire on top of the wall. It was spiritually
surreal! As we remember the Holy Stairs
on this Feast of the Dedication of St. John
Lateran, I have this picture in my mind of
the millions of migrants in our world, and
many across our Border, crawling up
“Holy Stairs” e.g. the mountains along the
Southern Border, the dunes in the desert,
the razor wire traps, the new canal that is
being built next to the Wall etc.

My stairs are almost flat, while so many in
our world, and especially at our Border, are
crawling up huge steps. Being at Trump’s
Wall and seeing the plethora of ICE agents
and Border Patrol officers I just felt the
pain of our migrants. What has our Coun-
try turned into?! May the Holy Stairs re-
mind us of the “climb” that so many in our
world are crawling. I pray that we can find
ways to ease their climb and/or accompany
them.

—God bless - Fr. Jack (he/him)
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Mass Information
SUNDAY - 8 am. and 10 am.
SATURDAY VIGIL — 5 pm.

Wednesdays — 8 am.

Sacrament of Reconciliation by appointment.
Bulletin Deadline: Noon Tuesday

Poinsettia Fund Raiser: Every Christmas season, St. Cronan’s
Church sells red, white, and pink poinsettias. This year we are
selling them at three price points, by size: (4”- $10) (6” - $20)
(8” - $30). Christmas poinsettia order forms can be found in the
K~ back of Church. The last day to order your poinsettias for the
\\ Christmas season is November 30. And poinsettia’s purchased
can be picked up after each Mass on December 6 and 7. Order-
ing these poinsettias from St. Cronan’s also helps our Church, as
it is a fundraiser. So please consider helping our Church through your order this Christ-

mas season. At the time the online store has not yet been set up. If you wish to pur-
chase with a credit card, please call the office 314-289-9384.

“Workers are BROTHER KEN St. Cronan
fundamentally //\’\J HOMAN, S] | Social Justice

community \ Book Club

members.
They are our
neighbors, and
we work
alongside each
other for the
good of our

communities.”

L8y November 10th, 2025
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IBEW Local 1
5850 Elizabeth Ave. | St. Louis, MO 63110

Dignity of the Work & Rights of the Worker

meets today in
the 1st floor
conference
room after the
10am mass
from 11:30am-
12:30pm.
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Prayers Please: Nick and Shirley Ambrose and Family; Elisabeth Byrne’s
mom, Denise Siebold; Joe Connolly; Yvonne DeHart’s daughter, Cathy
Hebert; Nancy Buck’s daughter, Jeanne Oberle; Trish Curtis’ sibling, Skip;
Joe Fairless; Rob Barnicle, who has been placed on hospice; Judith San-
tamaria, Leslie Conway; Madonna and Tom’s friend, 3-1/2 year old Juli-
ette Braren; Jane Sykes; Mary Proot’s sister, Terry Jacks, and Mary’s son,
Tim Proot; Madonna Kuciejczyk-Kernan; Ken Ladd; Fr. Gerry Kleba; Laura Krue-
ger’s mom, Evelyn Puleo; Marie and Roland Martir’s daughter, Carrie and their grand-
daughter, Madi and their dear friend, Robert Screace, who has been placed on hospice;
Judy Varias’ husband Gene Krebs; J.T. Fowler; Grace Mueller; and Joe Kuciejczyk,
brother of Madonna and Janet, and brother-in-law of Tom and Jude Michael Sullivan ,
new born son of Mariah Byrne Sullivan and Connor Sullivan.

TRINITY, 4”x4” WINDOW STATIC CLINGIE, $18 each

The annual St. Vincent de Paul Christmas Gift Fundraiser will
begin after Masses on the weekend of November 15-16, and will ‘>>-
continue until the 47x4” Celtic Trinity window static clingies, \

like the one on the church wall behind the choir, are sold out.

Advent Scripture Study begins Nov. 17th: Join
Community Life Coordinator Johnny Zokovitch for an
Advent scripture study in which we'll look closer at
the gospel readings for the four Sundays of Advent.
We'll meet in person at St. Cronan's on five Monday
nights from 7-8:15pm beginning November 17 and
ending December 15. The first session will be a little
bit of an overview as to our process in breaking open
the word, with each following Monday being a look at
the upcoming Sunday's gospel. To register, go to this
link: https://forms.gle/we2wSxUgjSUwWAZzA6 or let
Johnny know by email. johnny@stcronan.org

Advent Reflection Booklet Thank you to all who
have signed up to write a reflection for this year’s Advent Reflection Book. Please
send your reflection to Diane (diane@stcronan.org) by November 16.

Oct. 2025 Contributions
Thank You!
General Fund $15,474
Building Repair Fund $120
Food Pantry $1,865
Mission Sunday $1,102
St. Vincent de Paul $270
Uganda $55
Gaza $2,369
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2025 | . & Ref $170
6:30 PM | THE CHRISTY mmigrant & Refugees
5856 Christy Boulevard, St. Louis, MO 63116 Reparations $50
COCKTAILS 6:30 pm
DINNER & PROGRAM 7:30 pm /) Fair Trade Coffee: We
DANCING 8:30 -10:30 pm | DJ O are ordering Fair Trade
TickeTs $100/person | $800/table of 8 coffee for Sunday morn-

\‘ ings. If we order in

bulk, we get a cut on
shipping. If you care to
order some coffee and add to the Cronan
order, please contact call Al Sprehe and
To order tickets online or view give him your order. 314-607-7188. We
sponsorship information, please visit will have the coffee at Church or in the
midtownstl.org/holiday-gala office for pick up..

ATTIRE Semi-Formal
PARKING Complimentary Parking in
The Christy Parking Lot

St. Cronan Catholic Church Land Acknowledgement.

We respectfully acknowledge that St. Cronan Church stands on the ancestral lands of Native
American and Indigenous peoples. We honor their enduring presence and acknowledge the his-
torical and ongoing impacts of colonization. We are committed to learning, dialogue, and fos-
tering reconciliation with Native American and Indigenous communities.

For the full land acknowledgment, visit stcronan.org.




